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that a young Musulman merchant of wonderful beauty has
arrived in the city. The vezir is delighted at the tidings,
and, having richly rewarded them for their good news, bids
them bring the lad before him next morning. Now the reason
of the vezir's delight is that he has a very lovely young
daughter for whom he is anxious to find a husband as
beautiful as herself; but this has not hitherto proved possible;
and now the news brought by the brokers raises his hopes
and fills him with joy.

Next morning the brokers go to the Khan and point out
to the young merchant that as Constantinople is an infidel
city, the people might fall upon him, a Musulman, and slay
him and steal his goods, so that it is very desirable that he
should have some patron among the great. The youth is
persuaded by what they say, and asks who will become his
patron. They reply that the Tekur's vezir, who is practically
ruler of the country, is very kind to strangers, and they
advise him to take some little offering with him and accom-
pany them to the great man's abode. The lad complies with
their suggestions, and is conducted by them to the vezir's
palace.

The vezir is charmed with him, receives him most gra-
ciously, and entertains him sumptuously. He is invited to
return the following day, when, in the course of the feast,
after he has drunk rather freely and whilst his senses are
beguiled by the sweet sounds of musical instruments, a cur-
tain is suddenly withdrawn, and the radiant daughter of
the vezir is seen behind it. She comes forward and sits
beside the young merchant, who is dazzled and overcome
by her beauty and falls wildly in love with her on the spot.
As she is about to retire he seizes hold of her skirt and
prays her not to leave him; but on a motion from her father,
who sees that his scheme has succeeded, she withdraws.